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This program is used to help solve crossword puzzles. It can hold any 
word containing 2 to 31 characters. Total capacity is 35,000 characters! 


When the program loads, most of the instructions you need will be seen 
on the main menu. What is not shown is that to exit the add or delete 
routines you can just press ENTER instead of entering M or adding or 
deleting a new word. 


When using the add routine, if you try to add a word that is already in 
memory a beep will sound and the program will not add the word (this avoids 
wasting memory). 


If you try to delete a non-existant word you will return to the menu. 


To search for a word match just enter all the Known characters and use 
* for any unknown characters. For example, you are looking for a 5 letter 
word which has a "T" and an "R" in the second and fifth positions 
respectively. Just search for *T*#R and immediately the screem will show 
each possible match such as OTHER, STAIR, STEER, etc. Now you may see a word 
you recognize as the correct answer or at least some words whose definitions 
you may want to look up. If no match is found you return to the main menu. 


You should input words from puzzles you normally do (I Keep separate 
programs for each puzzle source I get such as New York Times Sunday or the 
syndicated puzzle found in a local paper. This is because any given source 
seems to have a tendency to repeat certain words rather often. Therefore my 
files may not help you at all. 


To conserve memory I convert any word which is made plural by the 
simple addition of an "S5" to its singular form and any past tense word which 
only adds a "D" or "ED" to the present tense. Of course, when searching for 
a five letter plural word I must remember to also search for a four letter 
singular form as well. This concept could be further extended. 


As an example of usefulness, one of my puzzle files which contains 
every word contained from a daily crossword puzzle (with the above 
conservation techniques) is only 20% full yet already holds as much as 77% 
of puzzle words 1 try to add in. 


Please note that to the computer a word using lower case letters is not 
the same as the same word with upper case letters! 


This program also serves some use in Scrabble. You could enter common 
letter combinations to find matches. Suppose 3 of your letters are T,H,G. It 
so happens that many words end in GHT so you could search for 5 letter words 
ending that way by searching for #*#GHT. This could reveal such words as 
EIGHT, OUGHT, FIGHT, RIGHT, etc. 


Remember that you can only find a match if you have at some point added 
the word in previously. 


